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ment was the birth of a son to this Hindu wife. He had
prayed for a son, and had been promised one by Salim
Chisti, the saintly recluse of Sikri near Agra. When the
child was about to be born he went with his queen to the
hermitage, and made it the nucleus of the great and noble
Fatepur Sikri, a city built partly in Hindu style and
partly in that of Islam, and a superb symbol of the work
of reconciliation which now began. Here and at Ahmed-
abad the blending of Hindu and Muslim styles may be
conveniently studied: never perhaps were two widely differ-
ing traditions more successfully wedded.
The buildings at Sikri include the noble mosque where
Akbar was soon to act the mullah, and the great hall known
as the Ibadat Khana, where religious discussions were held
. every Thursday night, and often prolonged to the small
hours of the morning. That it has completely disappeared
is probably due to his more orthodox successors, for he
went far in his search for a universal religion. In the
eighteenth year of his reign the Sufi leader Sheikh Mubarak
and others met him returning from a victorious campaign,
and made the subtle suggestion that he should become
spiritual as well as temporal head of the Empire. On this
fateful hint he acted six years later in the famous proclama-
tion of 1579, which Colonel Malleson calls the Magna
Carta of his reign, and which Dr. Vincent Smith con-
demns as a monument of folly and ridiculous vanity. If
we look at this act in the light of Hindu ideals it is rather
one of policy than of either magnanimity or conceit; but
its detailed working out was to say the least unwise,
In this decree Akbar claims to be the head of the Din
Ilahi, a monotheism which some authorities regard as
a reformed sect of Islam, but which the accurate Jesuit
fathers who were summoned to his Court at this time, and
the orthodox Muhammadan Badaoni, are agreed is tanta-
mount to a repudiation of Islam* The latter quotes a form
of confession used by its adherents: 'I ... do voluntarily
and with sincere devotion and of my free will utterly
and entirely renounce and repudiate the religion of Islam,

